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TEEN
PLANTS

FOREST

fﬂﬂmﬁﬂ MN.C.—
Mll‘lhew Rich, 17 got
& surpriss phone call last year. The
person on the line was Daano O,
an exscutive with International
Papar, the world's biggest paper
and forest products compamy. O
phoned to offer Rich 1,000 trees.
"It was o protty big deal,” Rich

told Cuwrrent Scisnce. “We were Matthew Rich, 17, spearbeaded the planting of & new forest of 1,300 frees near bis home in
encilgd. Murth Larnlina. Im Segtember. he was ome of 10 high-school students swarded a 52,600
Ot had read an article about schelarihip far outstanding omtribaricns 10 their communities.
Rich in The Chariofte Observer
describing the teen's plan to plant 8 An anglospermoui, oF hardwood, Though he is now ewey &l ool i
forest in his hometown of Concornd tree i O Ehal produces Tlowers lege, Rich hasn't forgotien the new J
Rich and a friend, Micah Stowers, For his woark, Fich was awarched forest back homa. “It's thriving,” he }
came up with the plan after Rich s Gloris Barmon Prim for Yaung said. “Only & Tew of the seedlings, j
wilched workers clear-cuf several Haroes. Tha prize is a §2,000 schaol mostly dogwoods, haven't survived
hundrad hactares of woodland for arship glven lo "outsiending young *The main poim abowt this !
a subdivision near his home. Clear lnaders who have made a signifi project is that something that J‘
cufting is the eradication of all trees  cant positive difference 1o peaple started 4o small brought a com. !
from an area. *| didn’t sea why and our planet” Rich has put the munity together.” sald Rich. “We d
they couldn’t keep some of the money 1oward his tuition 81 Duks ware taken 1o heart by peopla in .i
treas,” aaid Rich, I frustrated me.”  University, whare he began study the state in & way | never thought &
Rich and Stowers decided 10 kg enchent history in Septemitser was possible” B i

start a nonprofil tree-planting
organitation. To publicize the idea,
Rich sent a latter 1o the Observer
which promipted the gardening
columnist to write a feature sbout
him. The feature caught the eye of
Orr, who donated the troes. Many
Concord residents and businesses
aleo donsted thousands of dollars
In additian, Rich applied for county
and siate grants, bronging the total
amount of money raised 1o
550,000

The tres planting took place over
a four-maonth perkod from December
2003 1o March 2004. Hundreds of
wodunteers halped plant 1,300
troas — seedlings as well as mature
trees—in & maadow in & public park
n Concord, The trees were all
ANGROSOErTIOuS Specias, includng
oaks, parsamimons, and dogwoods
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